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DETAILED ACTION 

Request for Reconsideration 

1 . Applicants request for reconsideration after final rejection filed on 
November 25, 2008 has been entered in the above-identified application. 

Applicants arguments with regards to the rejection of claims 1-3 and 5-14 under 
35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Van Loon (US 6,503,637) have been 
considered and are persuasive. Hence, this rejection has been withdrawn. 

However, upon further consideration a new rejection has been made and, 
therefore, the finality of the last Office Action is withdrawn. 

Any inconvenience to the Applicants is regretted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 5-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Van Loon (US 6,503,637). 

Van loon discloses a film comprising a blend of: i) a homopolymer of ethylene or a 
copolymer of ethylene and up to 50% weight % of a C 3 to C 2 o olefin; ii) a homopolymer 
of propylene or a copolymer of propylene and up to 50 weight % of a comonomer 
selected from the group consisting of ethylene and C4 to C20 alpha-olefins; and iii) a 
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polymer produced in a high pressure process using a free radical initiator. In a 
preferred embodiment, (i) a homopolymer of ethylene or a copolymer of ethylene and 
up to 50 weight %, one or more C3-20 olefins has a density of 0.86 g/cm 3 to 0.96 g/cm 3 . 
In a preferred embodiment the High Pressure Polymer is low density polyethylene 
having a density 0.910 to less than 0.940 g/cm 3 . In a preferred embodiment the 
polyethylene (component (i)) is present in the blend at from 1 to 99 weight %, based 
upon the weight of the polymers in the blend, the polypropylene (component (ii)) is 
present in the blend at from 1 to 99 weight %, based upon the weight of the polymers 
in the blend, and the High Pressure Polymer (component (iii)) is present in the blend at 
from 1 to 50 weight %, based upon the weight of the polymers in the blend. The 
polymers can be mixed together prior to being put into an extruder or may be mixed or 
compounded in an extruder. The blend is typically formed into monolayer or multilayer 
films. These films may be formed by any of the conventional and in a preferred 
embodiment a film of the blend is used as a sealing layer. In another embodiment the 
blend layer is combined with one or more other layers. The other layer(s) may be any 
layer typically included in multilayer film structures. Further any of the above layers 
may be oriented before or after being combined with the blend layers. Additives such 
as antiblock, antioxidants, pigments, fillers, processing aids, UV stabilizers, 
neutral izers, lubricants, surfactants and/or nucleating agents may also be present in 
one or more than one layer in the films. Preferred additives include silicon dioxide, 
titanium dioxide, polydimethylsiloxane, talc, dyes, wax, calcium stearate, carbon black, 
low molecular weight resins, tackifiers, and glass beads. Column 5, lines 1-15 state 
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that the blends described above can also further include other polymers such as, high 

:.,:|v polyethylene (density 0.945 to less than 0.98 g/cm.sup.3) and low 
density polyethylene, 

Van loon fail to disclose that the high density polyethylene or the linear low 
density polyethylene are present in an amount of 10-85 wt. %. 

However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
optimize the amount of the high density polyethylene or the linear low density 
polyethylene in the blend given that the properties of the blend (and any film made 
therefrom), such as moisture impermeability, sealing behavior, optical properties, 
strength, and mechanical properties such impact strength, can be modified by varying 
the amount of each component of the blend. 



Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to SHEEBA AHMED whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1504. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8am to 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena Dye can be reached on (571)272-3186. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Sheeba Ahmed/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1794 



